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UPSHER-SMITH WINS TWO PRESTIGIOUS DIANA AWARDS FROM HDA INCLUDING 
OVERALL MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR IN ITS SALES CATEGORY 

 
Maple Grove, MN – June 5, 2019 – Upsher-Smith Laboratories, LLC (Upsher-Smith) today 

announced that it has been honored with two Distribution Industry Awards for Notable 

Achievement in Healthcare (DIANAs) for “Overall 

Manufacturer of the Year with sales less than 

$500 Million” and “Branded Pharmaceutical 

Product Manufacturer of the Year with sales less 

than $300 Million” by the Healthcare Distribution 

Alliance (HDA). The HDA presented 10 DIANA 

awards to outstanding pharmaceutical and 

consumer product manufacturers at its 2019 

Business and Leadership Conference in Orlando 

on June 2-5, 2019.  

“We are honored to have been selected 

for two prestigious DIANA awards this year as we 

celebrate our Centennial Anniversary,” said Scott Hussey, Senior Vice President, Global Sales 

of Upsher-Smith. “As we look ahead to the next 100 years, the Upsher-Smith team is inspired 

by the prospect of working with all of our partners to deliver the products that will help to 

improve the health and lives of patients nationwide.”  

Since 1959, the DIANA Awards have been presented to pharmaceutical and consumer 

product manufacturers that set the standard for excellence in developing innovative new product 

introductions and promotions, fostering exceptional trading partner relationships, advancing 

trade relations and creating business practices that benefit the entire healthcare supply chain. 

DIANA finalists and winners for Best Overall Company are chosen by HDA distributor members 

who judge companies based on several criteria including: knowledgeable salespeople, high-

level customer service, demonstrated flexibility and creativity in marketing, and incorporation of 

DIANA Award Presentation to Upsher-Smith 
Left to right: John Gray (President and CEO of HDA), Mike Muzetras (Senior 
National Account Manager at Upsher-Smith), Mike McBride (VP Partner 
Relations at Upsher-Smith), Brad Leonard (Associate VP of National 
Accounts at Upsher-Smith), Dave Zitnak (National Accounts Associate VP at 
Upsher-Smith), Greg Drew (Chairman, HDA Board of Directors and 
President, Value Drug Company).  
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new technologies to ensure product safety and security. Upsher-Smith is included among a 

distinguished group of present and past recipients who serve as models for leadership and 

innovation in the healthcare marketplace. 

  

About Upsher-Smith 
Upsher-Smith Laboratories, LLC is a trusted U.S. pharmaceutical company that strives 

to improve the health and lives of patients through an unwavering commitment to high-quality 

products and sustainable growth. Since 1919, it has brought generics and brands to a wide 

array of customers backed by an attentive level of service, strong industry relationships, and 

dedication to uninterrupted supply.  
As Upsher-Smith celebrates its 100-year anniversary, the company enters a new 

ambitious era that has been accelerated by its 2017 acquisition by Sawai Pharmaceutical Co., 

Ltd. Upsher-Smith and Sawai plan to leverage each other for growth worldwide and embark on 

an exciting new chapter as they seek to deliver the best value for their stakeholders, and most 

importantly, Do More Good™ for the patients they serve. For more information, visit 

www.upsher-smith.com. 

 

About the Healthcare Distribution Alliance  
The Healthcare Distribution Alliance (HDA) represents primary pharmaceutical 

distributors — the vital link between the nation’s pharmaceutical manufacturers and pharmacies, 

hospitals, long-term care facilities, clinics and others nationwide. Since 1876, HDA has helped 

members navigate regulations and innovations to get the right medicines to the right patients at 

the right time, safely and efficiently. The HDA Research Foundation, HDA’s non-profit charitable 

foundation, serves the healthcare industry by providing research and education focused on 

priority healthcare supply chain issues. 
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